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gistiaardteigae faftenaaure
WWW:

- ST, TrhgTaT9r:*

'Q'ﬁ'a'ﬂ'l'{:

2¢R3AH VAT S ASTaarrdeduer: sy edgadiee ARt T
feorafer | —arenfey fafareremay URgwa™ U widemfaar it faiimer ta ) uhe
TETehTe, TMferehTe, ferrehrerr== famanf uoi Fafewifa: Tushfor ad= | I TehTesT e,
Teh TR, 0N, AT, FAC TeEI = ddwd | qY ey ‘Fftesm=dom g frem
TR e =I5 3Taehd TR S Idd | T Med e A veih: e ua | e
1ok ohel ot 2 i Adiociisn i e o T faem 2 oyl e
foem: 2 R TToTaa: st 2 3 o st Shifeg TRt ? 3 o1 TREE 2 I o redt 2
FIgEIE A< ? VT Sfga ¥ A=: Fd T 3q 72 3o Jea: [t s
T | TS 318 U Yol et fereaoT =i Uersi ST HSHTOTH, 3T JReaiis] |
EﬁWET:
Freahd, A, Faftesmadom, drergramiaaT |
1. hfa: sisTraraTadiel:

fafime: fagm distardiemeea: ¢’ SR SHamEe sfeae g
(RE.0%.3¢R]) JWUSAFHI ¥ TWHMUSTA  Wgdoedl i+ aeuar | fug:
THTR eI Iqiedl GURleAeuR  Ted-H  disia=mdieies foemeT:
JMEq| AR Hel Iy heg-reEiy-guEl- U - RAgaeH  SgAm,
TSRO, 3T Yoifera™ ST | fq: TRt URMeRT stema T o
THIABIAT TI: | T FEehd-shellSTae-foener 3T Ao WReH | Ra-shics-
THeR (ST GISHHRIEer: 3 WRaE) e Skt o TR
I FHIA hicTehTdlorgafcraTerdd: TH,T,-SUIEH Y 3TIH STETH | T TAHEH
I 3T Taviugeh TITa: | 9a: fig: SR e e aRvE wredar

*HEThR:, TEhaeSIHIaIT:, IHFHDII- e, Jderay, gael, wvemag:
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ASTa: | T HeTHeIATEATe IR FHIY W= STereq
FITAY SR Al | T - -SRI Wed g e
‘reAdrel:’ | “ATRRuTdre:” 3o Sy ftdis T uftedss: |

TGN ARFETH Sisiem  snef-ehaehiaed shafdadTq (Evolution
of Modern Logic) it Semere o= 9= <. -Sufer: Sufem: | 3/ Siea:
IR SR W (Antiquity of Nyya-sutra) 3 =mem
EANEIGI CREIERIGRIGEEINGHE

FTT A W: TEATIASIET R fgeae =Iquaear steqeies e
UREAM | AGANRH  RAfgHOGHeaEe  SIeARTeE  SEeR |
TP TR TEhafaum (2]3-4¢ ) STEATIHEUTT T: SFLAITH TehTSI | qa:
T ACaRICRafRIe™ T HEhaaaml (3juR-8¢) U TR | | <Hpel e
HEh AT 3TEI&TIeH Teidhdda |

Tgi: IAref: wWiia: T IS §9q ug fafaee et @i
SRR 3T 9oTd | 9% faferents Suenfor afecre e grever TmEf |
9] € T 3T HAHVHIIIH S, SATTHIBILT 2Ry TIATTTeER 3T | 37
REYfte: FrRaf=TeuoT Sfte auifr Yo | SarERe fEaRa: TeTehid: 2’33 hids
ARSRIH 37T |
2. FHA: HIAHEAR:
2.1, AHRIHN - GUSAfhHH (TR HRHBIHHH ) , AREaRTaehH (Fosehream),
el T (TRt
2.2. QI
ATERIT — 2 FETHTHIAIEH, I AEIATRGTATH, 3. AT, . AR,
Y EATEraeY, & feereaiay, o HRERay, ¢ SRRy,
2. HIFTRIGEHRH, 20 TATH, 2L FARTEITH
TERTUTH— { ARG
TOT:— § faferfemaiad, 2 geugge:
ST — & heraafas=m, 3 fifteRgag™
TgaaH— ¢ faamfoemary, =vednean, 3‘11@1:@{5[2 ¥ JEIRHUNTE, b, e,
awﬁﬂ ﬁﬁzﬁlﬁlﬁfv% ¢ AR, R TAISHY, £ o IAATHRIAAIheaTera,
22 .eRggeaH, R IRAGITH, 23, T<EH |

Tl foRr &Y 3 Tpeshreant srfea = et fagei foreram smasf<|
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TSI WT2T: =] fore] Toeie= Jeedd: 37 fage: Yerer:, TR, FRIameT,
IeRTifer:, SFfeRTe =i g foRTeT= |
3. fafUewmadura ST e

Fafteeerdore erh: el oes SfaFuo: =1 Uha Fes: Jol: Tga:
HuTfer: fo=TaIgerrTel af¥ 3ifaad | FesTgsaT ST HReRl Shrafor: Sivl QR+ Sratess
fes~Toa] 31U AN a7 | AR ST SuTel didd S5 §oeal Hiud: el [aanaar aal
el 7T AIGeRT 31 T FRTea | et Yot e g 3T a1 U el Ji Ugeh 3TeT
I ARAT: 3TeTe | el e foregen Sivf w3t e e aRuITe g SrurEd |
ST U el | =330 Y Ve a8 R g 3Nfse & JHT: | fhvg T
TRET: T gEed | e REH vt o S A0 97 |

TRUIEE TRRTeH HUIfeT e Mo~ gozal 91t ol <o a1y | et e
= POl Fer ST TRl e | A e HEN T YA I hed THT
SO | SHUTell TaTohed RO a1 3Tasiad | 9e: 3T fogiehe I shifer
oA U ool g e 3T hforaae o sharett SifrerH STeheard | o 31T o=
T T | A eI~ T | S ST oh: SRl 3 e shutfere ol sraer
I, TTOT: R Foaaral: 3 | AraaT Heeran SRIqHn: de: T8 mieerd | suifer: seare!
Tre e SRIEA A 31 TEEETH TAH UF P YAh T8 | TSI T8 FHeoe T T
T 3T T2 Tl IO 3791 | T o o sradd | S i e gftSamr
oLl T fosfah R STfHAar | §: ST I Arcdliced—: Y[h: TH S | YAhe
AT YRR e fort SetragRimes qrra st | ToreE: faeR: swufer smehmf
fT | T R&ToTT ST T SOTETE G AT fUed | 35 S1ehud et e
oA vfga: W dd fafed URYd )| oA a9 sreReTRA geear g s
e | S S TAg geaT faeRe e a3 gEiien JEeee s e
TSI T S e S1aed | A 9o = fFa afe 3wl I oy s=aye: 39
b Fai Tgedfd T o ad: AN, 9% SR o i qer ek AReaf gfd
e | e fia: Fes: = SifarEg I8 99 T R gET & Sere it o ueg:
T | 31 TS BRI SHaeafrg ot ffar aar suTell FRETe eaeh:
e MR THTH SF: | 7 id: e e A gata: |

Wl AT e STl FaT 3= de: i 3f AT HUeh SFaar I, S
el TgEld T TTad | Soe STeH ferersl gagen Wgolt dee farggd sgfaerimon ufeaik
LlEER I GIRUE
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ST Tferaf¥If: ST%: SUSARTE) dif-=1eh: TRl | T S ieTei HelHquRs
TEEAIEA: W R o sTTec g YeIg Fauged: S | difeh: ST
TATEEE 3 uREEE | wfe: TRRIG Tde: SRRERE AR et
STERIOIET IO aHE | Y 31 s T SEaRad | eI T u 9E
INTATETS: TART: | SR T UF = g F=AIN S el harett aif=eh Weish
RIEIRN |chrg|, G =T Yergiehed FHIVIRIG TST FAfdar qe i =Tqaquiane:
ST TIRAIGETE el T | o HuTell SUTA=RH, ST TelATaToe STouTT dlf=1huT
IoRH_ AR fg: T | dif~=reh: fosferspRarem enf~iehd hcdead 3fd wp=d|
SMITRHIT AI~=Tehel STRToT fohart Sfcl gee: TIf—=Teh: Teh BAdehItherH 3T SHHUT: SfaT0T S
3raed | FHutfer: Frier i =i difrer: 3ifreh o =fread | 97 difeeat wuedr Fehfea
=1 | 3 F~=Teh e Te haTelt TRINE: | Ul G gRdehhers sl Hfarsurd | 3ifreh i
I HATIRI: T 3l Skl alf=1eh: g 1Y PRI | T Tk Tefiferd shutfer anf=ieh:
Tere I [T Rt enfers Aresr red =fersafd | 9 o TeReTerehTe! Iq gavt
Sord o BrIfoTe wfersafe | vag Seean | A Uik et <o TR TS EEr:
Fo: TefTeea: eiferenait: T Seree o3 STt WeTieh: W e 3h Feauie el |

T TAMf=Teh: 3TFEq I TAL HHU: Therdr A TRaREeH: ffieshadumed
TR | 373 o | 31 TR Arere] shered ey ud 9eiay;: 3f e | v e
eI TR 3 ] UReed Twee: ThUTel SIS TATIT dlf-=TehTal garot a1 fg: 319 | 7=ify
T | A Uehellersh YU T ST Yo feheg if=Teh: o shieqa e STEIeRi
R FUIORHT 39, forwfe: S YERAg i Yovie UE SO S HER: e |
TR ST SHUTeHl ST AeTshii=T Yavied ST 3T haar |

TS AU TR TV st i ShA-Foreuiieifse sestet sufeH
ST | o gt Ta: T | T it S TF herei T STTee ISI: | TATe
A 5: T e Hered FeIR G eIl gezdn ared TSIl shiead g dhufer:
TG, ST TR UIGEhICe: WeedeTa It WRSHET | Id: WIgehT: HRUMg
T % HEq hee STaH I | TTIH 3fetedaan feor: dif—reh: Tad gegar ffefd 78 ufaex
SHUITCT SR STaed I STE Tei weferd gavt sl gatgay s sf |

i fafaa: warelt q: dif=rehor wfaa: | aif=re: Seaar ad, 9: 9 fowf:
TreTehT~T YIUIe SRt ST Ae e SfsedIetehited 9o | 8 € A el o qi
Tt o A T e 3 fer e sTare |

STEq: TIf~=Teh: Sife: T HIeTd 3R Gaol WS g e Gaviemr = |
eIt S STdeTeRfi Tauf gud Frftiaar | T Fervan: i ffeseeor g1 3c=|
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AElt ThIaH TAg ae= TE WAT U Srdreq Iq Ucg: STaRe 91 SaveEd
FfteshereuTer arefreafa g | drarar et 31ty e ohd Rt < |

31 YA UV HUICT: JEATSRIG T ST To=: | foheg 31 alfAehe
ST T W R o et | i = shaferT: T8 1ft weiwi fopfe wre s
et | IaTeRT: =1 ST U Wed STt & oy o = srava 3 |
4. fafrewmadura agaveiie:

AT AU I TUS ST TUS ShaTe e S aaa a9 |
FERUTTATIATAHTTHET G ST TUTEE]: STUTEIAauT: |l
4.1, FYeet:

TET: T: TUSSI: S AT 59 &, WGy forarg zrem: wf:, siferd =rem:
SR el foRISTd, =1 e WeTRae JA-oIaed 37: Seerea, =1 e aof
Pl |1 T HeTRTe St JRI IO, 50 2 THfg woresg |
4.2. faRyrezsraari fardermy
4.2.1. S - YT HeeATaalsT 3 31ek: | 3rg &9l 3 e -t R
I+ o7 2t <o ‘geIeRIE Y e 3 AT G TehRe QIR qe e
THRET TR FraTer | qa: 3+ 3 gema “seen v sf TR it sfer wreg: Frramera |
T RIS fe: Ferded ShIAeTed Hide S| = 37w Shio 3 Wald, d9d hoed qel
SHiGTH AL 39 3A6a: Wald | 37q: ST SISt 3fcf 372: | AT SAHHeTH 3 31ek:
S T |
4.2.2. FafeTf¥d - AmEndfea=: v1ss: | Faftesrsaen gy 2fd 3tek: wafd sfa gd ferenfias |
e 5 amﬁsﬁrfw%‘ﬁ mv@m’ssﬁxﬁwﬁrﬁwmm ~WeT: af | T
SHeh Al SRR = e 3 v Sediw wafd | ad: fafte + 7 s g

‘ST TR A e 3fel YAV hRITafc: STRRE Sre: syafe | o e sfe & wafdr |
SR B 15 S = EAI s B e B e L < T EO O o A R G
TR EaEST RSt eD’ 3 o weied Fa-uere: faded | o
faftrertia sfa wd Ryeafa | sre eregen faftey g9 aftor 3fd a1ef: waift |

4.2.3. USRI RE TS TR - TS =i SR TRTaf | HH0T IeeTH:—
4.2.3.1. VTH: T&T: - FAVSIHATR(: G USTRTRCR 3f Worm: 95 | 37 Yere fonre: qd
wEfia: | So: wIgRRRARg F: aed | IAYE qe: HE wda UF g o forred gf
e |

4.2.3.2. g vat: - wvslpa sREftedereen s fFdm: g | 7 v 9 =vefman
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il | =0T fohall TE: |1 =USish 3f Sgelfe: | ST HeTehlea: shal: 9ogd: wafi 3fd
el <al TSR 3 S | SERE e derTeieT 3 Yeee 3ol SARAFH— ¥R: T
gfted: 9 FR@fed: fa FHuYRT: | TrEfied 9 a5 e 9 IRaftsderay i
FHHUR: | TRREUSTETER TR TE: | FREfvedareTeasn s agafe: | 3o ford

o Y

g, o] SRR STeRuTshIe! T: BTt Wt | qenft q: T ST et Tt
ERGIEREN
4.2.3.3. : T&T: - USRI SRRG TS dRTeIeN 3fd Iei: ©g: | fEdiaas) 7o sref: qen
Tg 37 31 wfeafe | et SoA: BT STRER: f Wi | et yergRfeRay fere f Feen
TEAT: BTH: 3 3 WATeh: = | T H BH: 3T |
4.2.3.4. 9q: T&%: - 31 YUi: Y34 UohH UF USH | FVSIhad SR Tveishareierd 3fd
FHYRA: | IUEfhaeel 9 @fted = wvefhanlrafieaq  3fa sHERa:|
JuSfrafREted 9 TR |  OUSHRARREUSdedH  Sfd hHERE:|
USRS RGNS e T oi¥T: T | AUSh A RGNS deRaeN i Sgaife: | To:
USRI T BT Wved, i 9 qE SFRE S oieT: o1 gfd aread | i
3TH 3T WA I, T 3RS UeH 3f Thfshar =i A=y eret weify 3 = e |
Jeadtgd: welfd |
4.2 4. aftre - wftre s sref: | Tty e o SRS SR |
4.3. TafyTe e - 37 YaE: 3T WU Agaiash: ARard: 9| 37 Hd:
TEETE FfsTaREmd 3% TR Toeh: <eiher: = snviaied 3y = ey
gy 5eH eidieTeHe Tgerd |

3 FHEM: AT T add 3 o famm: yad-ie: | senfieg <o faftreden
AU T FH 3 HROF 37 FSrRET STEehIsT: aeid | “ToTere]: JoH ooTq’ 3t shiar: 37t
TN | 2 TOTETE]: T 2 TTUTE e: TOTTe]: fef T SRl ToreTes e o: 31ef: ? ST
TUTSTes: FRTer drereh: | ‘TIOTee | oTafersre o ;3 Ajde T Sf: Guiast ua |
FEA A RO < OO e~ ¥es: WTa: Rie Seora: fafgd: add 1w
fTer: Ta ToTeTee o fafira: 3 stet foranon | 5 e 3T ‘o 9 Rrad: emoreafr’
3 WIET T ShigT = AR ? ToTere]: &fuTed Sfet ST Shie 315 TUTeTsa e Ud W
el Sl fersTera=] Weea: |

07 f319:, T Te]: HeTehTel U 315 Tt | qa: f¥radera: gett, e, ot st
TR I ST =1 WIS | 3T | HeTehTeiedT Ud TUrgele TR Tifshard | s
Yl TUTgEaT: 2 fereronfsr S+ @i+ Taifor FeTerrear Ud Hew g 37 RO | 37
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e B 9ISy <o Ty w, 5, ed = aftfan s | vem ue <o el w9
U | S Gk T 37 7 afvfa | 9 & YR | q: e TR 3 wem e
T | TErgRIshTg, T S o1 T | UGy YRTTehishany |1 T4 aefel | afsr et
e srafer sfer i ore 1 | & srrera: e wiferae oot 3fa g are add |
<o TR o 3¢ auiH Wgesd | TeThen: {9 UReg werg oo
TREUIRI e e T el qedai SISt | TeTIRTaauRITHTH SRS S
YRV STSCHTEA THT el fereaior afvfdT | 21e1 gamRt T |t R1a= aifier et <
T Y HeheATH Sfe] 9014 a5 S=d—
AT THUSH TG TFTARTHHINT |
e TRy TefSSTaT TgedeT il
HTATTAATEET WAGTeRI aI6eT |
HETHHT HRATAT JUSHTATISTHoTT |
JEAUSHICIATHT TS FAIIET |
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Judicial approach on development
of Hindi through Sanskrit

- Prof. Rakesh Kr. Singh*

Abstract :

A national language is required to bring together, diverse cultures and ethnicities
under a single roof so that a nation can develop easily and speedily with least friction. A
close knit and integrated society develops at a faster rate as compared to a disintegrated
society. Therefore, more internal conflicts imply slow social transformation and mono-
lingualism goes to a great extent in minimizing internal conflicts. Therefore, now time has
come to install Hindi as National language with the help of Sanskrit as enshrined under
Constitution of India.
Key terms: National Language, constitution, Rajyabhasha, Supreme Court, N.E.P. 2020.
I. Introduction:

The provisions made in the Constitution have not settle the language problem once
and for all. There is ample scope for conflicting interpretation. It is neither the fault of the
Constitution makers nor even of the administrators that the larger issue still exists. In a
country like India, where several dominant languages having their own characteristic
culture, it is inevitable that such conflict frequently arises. Broadly speaking, there are
four major groups of Indian languages:

1. Indo-Aryan: Sanskrit, Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, Oriya, Assamese, Kashmiri,
Nepali, Konkani, Punjabi and Urdu.

2. Dravidian: Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam and Tulu.

3. Mongoloid: Manipuri, Tripura, Garo, and Bodo.

4. Tribal Language and Dialects: Gond, Oraon, Santal, Mundari, etc.'

However, our Constitution makers had tried to evolve a compromise formula to
settle language issue. The conflict on the issue of language has been quite expected among
the regional language groups in course of their gradual politicization in the present
democratic set-up. Indian judiciary was confronted with highly complex and
controversial issue of language policy for the country and it has to balance the claim of

*Professor and Ex. Head & Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Lucknow, Lucknow-226031 (U.P.)
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political expediency, people's emotional sensitivity and linguistic activities. Indian
Judiciary by making different interpretation at different times though circulated blood in
empty vessel of Constitutional provisions but ultimately puts its own stamp to balance the
competing claim of Hindi as Official Language of Union and upholding the retention of
English as language of administration and courts. Also, opting for national language
brings about uniformity in the society. In Indian context use of a single language in
executive and judicial functions can help to bring about uniformity and integrity in the
country. Explaining the importance of a national language, the President of Constituent
Assembly said :

“There is no other item in the whole Constitution which will be required to be
implemented from day to day, from hour to hour, I may almost say from minute to minute
in practice. Even if we succeed in getting a particular proposition passed by a majority, if it
does not meet with the approval of any considerable section of the people in the country
whether in the north or in the south, the implementation of the Constitution would become
the most difficult problem.””

II : Constitutional Provision regarding Directive for Development of Hindi through
Sanskrit (Article 351):

At the time of the framing of Constitution, an argument used for having a long
transitory period for change-over from the English to the Hindi language was that it was an
underdeveloped language and that it needs to be developed before it could be ready to take
the place of the English language. Therefore, Art.351 placed the Central Government
under an obligation to take steps to promote the spread and development of Hindji’.

According to the Language Commission, 'other language' means all other
language and not necessarily the language of India specified in the Constitution. Hence, in
the process of development and enrichment of the Hindi language, there is no inhibition as
to draw from any language including the English language.’

Purists desire to draw upon Sanskrit, and Sanskrit alone, for new words necessary
to develop Hindi as a language of administration and education, while the liberalists want
to use all regional languages and also Hindustani for the purpose. There is no doubt
however that Hindi developed on the lines laid down in Art.351 would be very different
from its present form. The idea of assimilating terms from regional languages into Hindi is
expedient as it would allay apprehension and misgiving of those linguistic groups whose
languages do not have a Sanskritbase.

This Article thus defines Hindi, the official language of the Union, and in so doing
touches the various aspects of the language problem, such as its form, its styles, its
relationship with the seventeen languages specified in VIII Schedule and the need to
develop itand to enrich it to make it fit for use as the official language of the Union.

Since the enrichment of the Hindi language is to be achieved by assimilation of
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forms and styles of the Hindustani and other languages including Hindi mentioned in VIII
Schedule, it has been argued at some length that the Hindi envisaged in the Constitution as
the official language of the Union is to be different from the Hindi adopted by Hindi State
as their official language, for Hindi cannot be enriched by 'Hindi; Hindi cannot assimilate
forms, styles, etc., from Hindi. In other words, the Union Hindi is to be different in form
and content from the regional Hindi or Hindi States. The regional Hindi of VIII Schedule
has been termed as 'High Hindi' serving the needs of a region, whereas the Hindi or
Art.351 has been termed as Hindi serving as a common medium of all peoples of India. It
has been further argued that the Union Hindi is meant to serve public men, leaders,
ministers, ambassadors, newspapers, etc., in fact, all others when they meet in a
conference. This Hindji, it has been sought to make out, will be inclusive and extensive, not
exclusive and intensive.

It has to be simple as against the Sanskritised and pedantic Hindi of the Hindi
States. Thus a controversy about 'two Hindis' has been sought to be raised in certain
quarters. The Union Hindi has been described as RASTRABHASHA (3rsgum) as against

the RAJYABHASHA (r=sawm) of the States.

This interpretation is, to say the least, most unsound and Art.351 is being given an
import far from the intentions of the Constitution makers. It has only to be remembered
that every language has two forms-one used for literary purposes and the other for
common parlance. The literary language gives expression to moods, thoughts, the
musings and fancies of the best minds, the other form is something to which ever one
speaking that language contributes. It is like a city to which every human being bring a
stone in the words of Emerson. This is true not only of any foreign language but also of an
indigenous language, be it Hindi or any regional language. It should not be forgotten that
the development of a language depends solely upon it gifted writers and literary geniuses.
Then a language develops by usage. It develops in response to the requirements of a
society for communication and intercourse. Hindi and also other regional languages were
used in the past for an almost all purposes at village, tahsil and even district levels. These
languages were also capable of being used in the higher administration. They, however,
fell into disuse. For over a hundred year now English has been the official language both at
the Central and in the States. The deficiencies from which Hindi or, for that matter, any
other regional language at present suffers, can be removed only by bringing them into
actual use for purposes of State and Union administration. The first thing, therefore, that
need to be done is to develop Hindi vocabulary. In the adoption of new words we have to
give up for good any purist attempt to exclude words, idioms etc., on the ground that they
do not belong to the source from which the language is derived. In Hindi we find not only
Sanskrit words but also words from languages having their origin in Arabic, Persian,
Latin, French, Spanish, Dutch etc. We have to absorb within the genius of the Hindi form,
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the style and expressions of all the languages. Once we have built up a large store of rich
words, subtle distinctions in meanings and interpretation could be more easily expressed.
A language has to be developed and its literature enriched to enable it to become a fit
vehicle of expression by all elements of a composite culture. This can best be done by
building upon the foundation of existing forms and style of the language and also by
fortifying it with all that can easily be adopted from other sister languages.’

According to the H.M.Seervai, it may seem strange that Art.351 should indicate
that new words should be chosen primarily from Sanskrit and secondarily from other
language but a history of this provisions enables us to understand this definition even
though it may not justify it. The reference in Art.351 to Sanskrit, and its inclusion in
Schedule VIII as one of the language of India, requires a brief explanation.’

Art.351 no doubt suggests that a language can be built-up by resorting to Sanskrit
lexicons and substituting a Sanskrit word for an English equivalent. But language can not
be made to order, and unless the word used 'come home to men's business and bosoms'
they will secure no hold on the minds or the hearts of men.’

This explains why Art.351 has been incorporated in the Constitution. It is not so
much a question of two Hindis as a question of improving and developing the form and
style of the present Hindi to enable it to fulfill the role of the Union language.

I1II : Indian Judiciary and development of Hindi through Sanskrit :

Justifying the promotion of Hindi, Supreme Court held in Dalavai Case that Hindi, was
essential to maintain the unity and integrity of the country. In the instant case arising from
Madras, the Supreme Court struck down a pension scheme for anti-Hindi agitators
formulated by the Government of Tamil Nadu on the grounds that the executive act
contravened Art. 351 of the Constitution of India. The court held that the scheme was
violative of Art. 351 and consequently, unconstitutional. The observations of Ray, C.J.,
are worth quoting:

“in our opinion the pension scheme.... contains the vice of disintegration and
fomenting fissiparous tendencies. If any State will be engaged in exciting emotion against
Hindi or any other language, such provision has to be nipped in the bud because their are
anti-national and anti-democratic tendencies.”

In order to develop skill in Hindi, the Central Government provided in-service
training to its employee under 45 years of age. This objective received a booster in the
Supreme Court decision in Union of India Vs. Murasoli Maran Case.’ The respondent
Murasoli was a Member of Parliament. He on his own behalf, and another who was a
postal employee, both non-Hindi speaking, challenged the compulsory 'in service training
in Hindi' project for the benefit of the Central Government employees. The learned Chief
Justice declared as under :

(a) The official language of the Union would be Hindi, although Art343 permitted the
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use of English during the first fifteen year ending 25th January, 1965. After the cut-
off date the use for English could be permitted by Parliament, by law.

(b) It was clear that continuing duty of the Central Government to promote the spread
of Hindi language. The direction issued by the department of government under
the Presidential order, 1960 would be effective even after 26th January, 1965.

(c) Art. 344 established the machinery and procedure for the lingual changeover.
(d) The operation of the Official Language Act and Presidential Order were in

different field, and had different purposes. The two were not inconsistent with one
another.

(e) It would be strange if the steps necessary for the lingual change-over would be
given up at the expiry of the first fifteen years.

In this case, the Court also pointed out that training in Hindi was being provided free and
cost and during office time and no penalty was attached for failing to complete the
training. "’

After the Morasoli Maran case, it appeared that gradually several High Court had
also change their conservative approach towards Hindi and adopted liberal approach
towards Hindi. It has been proved in later case decided by Allahabad High Court. In the
instant case' Justice M.N.Shukla and Gopi Nath clarified the status of Art.348(2) in which
Governor's power to notify use of Hindi or any other language as official language of the
State. Justice M.N.Shukla obviously stated that one the Governor issued such a
notification, an individual acquired a legal right to use the language prescribed by the
notification for writing a petition under Art.226. This provision meant that the Governor's
power under Art. 348 (2) to introduce any language other than English could not extend to
judgment, decrees or order passed by the High Court. But because of the opening word of
Art.348 (1), it was competent for the Union Parliament to override this proviso. That has
been done by Sec.7 of the Official Language Act, 1963, which enables a High Court to use
alanguage other than English in its judgment etc. This power had been exercise by the U.P.
Government. In the result, it was open to a judge of the Allahabad High Court to pass his
judgment etc., in Hindi however, he cannot be compelled to do so." Justice O.P. Garg in
same High Court, in an instant case observed that the Allahabad High Court Rules, 1952
have been suitably amended with a view to promote the use of Hindi in this court."”

In Santosh Kumar Vs. Secy. Ministry of Human Resources and Development,
Supreme Court emphasized the importance of Sanskrit in the spread and development of
Hindi as envisaged under Art.351.

“indeed our Constitution requires giving fill up to Sanskrit because of what has
been stated in Article 351, in which while dealing with the duty of the Union to promote
the spread of Hindi, it has been provided that it would draw, whenever necessary or
desirable, for its vocabulary, primarily on Sanskrit. Encouragement of Sanskrit is also
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necessary because of its being one of the language included in the English Schedule.””

Stating the importance of Sanskrit, Justice B.L. Hansaria concluded his judgment
by saying that in view of importance of Sanskrit for nurturing our cultural heritage,
because of which even the official education policy had highlighted the need of study of
Sanskrit, making of Sanskrit alone as an elective subject while not conceding this status to
Arabic and or Persian, would not in any way militate against the basic tenet of secularism.

However, two northern High Court decision, has turned the table related to
language related issue. Rajasthan High Court in Munnoram Vs. Hariram case, in which
a submission was made that the judgment of the lower courts were in Hindi and the
documents were also in Hindi and the poor litigants should not be made to suffer by asking
them to supply the translation of the same, because of the transfer policy implemented by
the government. It may be noted that proviso to the section 47 of the Rajasthan High
Court Ordinance provided that where a judge hearing a case is not familiar with the Hindi
language, the proceedings may be conducted by him in English."

In this case, Vaidya, J., has held that the State Government which was custodian of
the interest, more particularly, of the poor litigants should have to adopt itself to the
transfer policy by seeking that the court proceeding were not held up for want of
translation and the litigants was not divided cheap and expeditions justice on the ground of
language problem alone, by seeking that the relevant document and the judgments of the
court below was translated into English. The State of required to thank, decide and do
anything pursuant thereto, the common man of the country and his right under
Constitution should be the only and foremost consideration. If this was not done, it would
create many problems both for the administrative of justice and for the litigants
approaching this institution for getting Justice."

In Dr. Amaresh Kumar Vs. Lakshmibai National College of Physical Education,
Gwalior,” the petitioners has submitted that since Hindi has been declared as national
language and Lakshmibai National College of Physical Education, Gwalior was under the
Control of Union of India, the student be permitted to write their Examination paper in
National language. It was contended that the prospectus of the course was issued before
the admission of the student and it had been made very clear in the prospectus that
medium of instruction should be English only. The student joined the institution knowing
fully well that the medium of instruction was English and at the time of Examination they
could not complain about the medium of instruction.

In this case, respondent's counsel Mr. Roman contended that the matter was
related to policy of imparting instructions in English and so according to decision of Hindi
Hitrakshak Samiti, no writ could be issued against the respondents. Learned counsel also
mentioned English Medium Parents Association case in which Supreme Court considered
the importance of Article 350—A and held that the facilities for instruction in mother
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tongue at primary stage should be endeavoured of every State and by every local authority
within the State to provide adequate facilities for instruction in the mother tongue at the
primary stages of education to children.

In this case Justice S.S. Jha of Madhya Pradesh High Court strongly came forward
for supporting of Hindi and lashout to English by saying that :

“though India won its independence on 15th August, 1947, yet we could not
overcome the mental slavery till today. It is well known that very little percentage of
Indian population knows English, yet vested interest of majority of people who had
advantage ofbeing in higher post on account of knowledge of English, never wanted this
Article i.e., Article 342(1) should came into force. They have a feeling of superiority an
account of the knowledge of English. It is well-known that child learns the language of his
mother and understand the same. On account of imposition of English majority having
better knowledge cannot achieve the expected result on account of their failure to express
or write their views in English had given an impression that we were still under the
clutches ofthe British Rule with the result those, who have knowledge of English, yet less
intelligent had become superior to majority of students who have little or no knowledge of
English. With the result the language English as imposed in doing more harm in
development of intellect of the child.””

Further, the court went on to say that the framer of the Constitution were aware of
this fact but few people's vested interest had stalled development of official language and
regional languages of India. The citizens of India were still forced to face the trauma of the
past period of English dominion over India by the imposition of English upon them. The
act of imposition of English had given an impression that we were still under the clutches
ofthe British Rule.

The Court further observed that the pious intention of the framers of the
Constitution was to get rid of English, to wash away bitter memories of British Rule over
India. But the officials, who have negligible percentage have a feeling that abolition of
English cause disappearance of their superficial superiority over others.”

S.S.Jha, J., concluded his judgment by saying that the officers could not ignore
Constitutional obligation of Union of India and its employees were bound to implement
notification under Art.351 and citizens of India be allowed to forget the bitter past of
British Rule over India.

It appeared from the above judgment that Court has recognised the status of Hindi
as official language and exhorted that Art.351 is obligatory clause for every citizen and
Govt. official to promote Hindi.

Recent Judgments :
What harm will learning Hindi do : Madras High Court ask Tamilnadu Govt.”
“What harm will learning Hindi do? Many have lost the opportunity of getting
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central government jobs without knowing Hindi,” the Madras High Court said on 24-01-
2022. The first bench of acting Chief Justice Munishwar Nath Bhandari and Justice P D
Audikesavalu made the observation while hearing a public interest writ petition seeking
implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in Tamil Nadu. Responding
to the observation, TN advocate-general R Shunmugasundaram said, “The Tamil Nadu
government follows two-language policy and not three-language policy as it would be
overburdening students.” Moreover, no one is stopped from learning Hindi in the state.
“There are institutions like the Hindi Prachar Sabha where one can learn Hindi,” he added.

To this, the court said, “Learning is different from teaching”. The court then
admitted the plea moved by Arjunan Elayaraja of Cuddalore and directed the state to
respond within four weeks. 'Learning only mother tongue won't be helpful'

According to the petitioner, learning only a person's mother tongue would not be
helpful. The language has to go hand in hand with other Indian languages, particularly
Hindi and Sanskrit, he said :

“..the authorities must take concerted effort in implementing NE and also in
upholding the constitutional mandates and the directions of the Supreme Court,” the
petitioner said. One has to shudder over what would be the consequence if every state
would take a stand like Tamil Nadu.

Actually, NEP does not impose either Hindi or Sanskrit. It only offers multiple
languages and introduces a three-language policy with emphasis on mother tongue, he
said. “But considering the constitutional mandate and the judgments of the Supreme Court
the state has to make Hindi compulsory and may be, Sanskrit optional,” the petitioner
claimed.

Step-motherly treatment to 'Sanskrit' by Uttar Pradesh : Allahabad High Court”

Recently Allahabad High Court rebukes Uttar Pradesh Government for Step-
motherly treatment to 'Sanskrit'. On January 20, 2022 The Allahabad High Court has
pulled up the Uttar Pradesh government on the recruitment of Sanskrit teachers in schools,
stating that the state government cannot treat Sanskrit, one of the oldest languages of
Indian civilization, as a stepmother.

A Single-Judge Bench of Justice Rohit Ranjan Agarwal passed this order on
January 7, 2022 while hearing a petition filed by one Badri Nath Tripathi, challenging his
removal from the District Institute for Education and Training (DIET, Bansi, Siddharth
Nagar, where he was teaching as Guest Lecturer. According to the instant Writ Petition,
Tripathi was teaching Sanskrit in DIET, Bansi from 2012. Since there was no post of
lecturer of Sanskrit in the institute, the petitioner was appointed on a contractual basis.

The plea said the Director of DIET, on July 14,2021, wrote to various institutions
situated at Mainpuri, Bijnore, Saharanpur, Hardoi, Lakhimpur Khiri, Chandauli,
Sonbhadra, Maharajganj, Deoria, Kushinagar, Chittrakoot and Siddhartha Nagar,
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regarding appointment of 1230 teachers for various subjects. However, there was no
mention of appointment on the post of lecturer for Sanskrit. A further direction was issued
that teachers appointed on contractual basis for subjects where regular appointments were
being made, be removed. On February 11, 2021, an order was passed by the Deputy
Director/Principal of the institute, removing the petitioner from his service.

The Counsel for the petitioner said that when the Sanskrit subject was being taught
in the institute, the petitioner ought to have been continued on contractual basis till such
time as there was a post created and a regular selection made.

The court said it founds this strange that when the subject of Sanskrit was being
taught in the institution, then why a post for Sanskrit Teacher was not being created.
Stranger still was the fact that when a person on contractual basis was being made to teach
in the institution, then why he was not being allowed to continue on a contractual basis.

Conclusion

From the above discussion now it is clear that by and large Supreme Court and
different High Courts has tried to install Hindi not only for official purposes but also for
national purposes. It is evident that different High Courts have also played an active role in
securing the real place of Hindi through Sanskrit as envisaged in our Constitution. Uttar
Pradesh Govt. has already implemented three language formula policy through NEP
(National Education Policy 2020). It said that under the NEP to ensure the preservation,
growth, and vibrancy of all Indian languages, several initiatives are envisaged. The main
intention of three language formula was to educate non-Hindi speaking children in Hindi
so as they can create a better environment for the development of Hindi through Sanskrit
as national language. Basically a national language is required to bring together, diverse
cultures and ethnicities under a single roof so that a nation can develop easily and speedily
with least friction. A close knit and integrated society develops at a faster rate as compared
to a disintegrated society. Therefore, more internal conflicts imply slow social
transformation and mono-lingualism goes to a great extent in minimizing internal
conflicts. Therefore, now time has come to install Hindi as National language with the
help of Sanskrit as enshrined under Constitution of India.
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Understanding the concept of Rashtra (Nation)
in the Dharmic Tradition:
A Critique of Eurocentric Modernity

- Dr. Prashant Shukla™

Abstract:

In the present-day socio-political scenario, 'Hindu nationalism', as proposed by
our Dharmic tradition (i.e., the Oriental tradition) poses the most profound and debatable
issue to the governing principles and intellectual maps of a democratic independent India.
This issue has two simultaneous impulses: (i) an obligation to the territorial integrity of
India and (i1) a political commitment to Hinduism. However, given India's turbulent
cultural history, it is unlikely that Hindu nationalism can realize both its aims. What
happens to India, therefore, depends on how powerful this Hindu nationalism becomes,
and the way in which its implicit contradictions are resolved. According to Hindu
nationalists, a proliferation of pro-minority laws has not led to the building of a cohesive
nation. Instead, 'fissiparous tendencies' have regularly erupted. Rather than running away
from Hinduism, which is the source of India's culture, one should explicitly ground
politics in Hinduism, not in laws and institutions: The Hindu Rashtra (nation) is
essentially cultural in content, whereas the so-called secular concept pertains to the state
and is limited to the territorial and political aspects of the Nation. The mere territorial cum-
political concept divorced from its cultural essence can never be expected to impart any
sanctity to the country's unity. The emotional binding of the people can be furnished only
by culture and once that is snapped then there remains no logical argument against the
demand by any part to separate itself from the country. In their conception of Hinduism,
Hindu nationalists fluctuate between two meanings of Hinduism: Hinduism as a culture
(as the above quotation suggests), and Hinduism as a religion. “Hindu is not the name of a
religious faith like the Muslim and the Christian; it denotes the national life here,” declares
Sheshadri.

Key terms: Rashtra, Dharmic, Nationalism, Integrity, Hierarchy, Eurocentrism,
Modernization.

In the contemporary socio-political scenario, Hindu nationalism as proposed by

our Dharmic' tradition) poses the most profound and debatable issue to the governing
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principles and intellectual contours of a democratic independent India. This issue has two
simultaneous impulses:
(1) an obligation to the territorial integrity of India and
(i)  apolitical commitment to Hinduism.

However, given India's turbulent cultural history, it seems quite difficult that
Hindu nationalism can achieve both objectives at the same time. Therefore, what becomes
of India (as a nation) depends on how strong this notion of Hindu nationalism becomes,
and the way in which its embedded paradoxes are sorted out. It seems necessary to
mention here that the question of nationalism is not the only problematic issue in India.
Apart from the issue of nationalism, two other issues: that of concern for socio-political
and economic order have been seriously questioned in recent times. The traditional caste
hierarchical order implicit in the Hindu social order have also been overtly questioned by
political interests emphasizing the mobilization of lower castes. As V.S.Naipaul
remarked,

“People everywhere have an idea of who they are and what they owe themselves.
The liberation of spirit that has come to India could not come as a release alone”.”

Further, he adds,

“India was now a country of a million little mutinies. But there was in India now
what didn't exist 200 years before: a central will, a central intellect, a national idea. The
Indian Union was greater than the sum of its parts.””

Though it is quite possible for one to disagree with Naipaul about whether a
'national idea' existed in India in earlier times or not, he is absolutely correct in pointing
out a paradox: both little mutinies and a 'central’ or 'national idea' are surfacing at the same
time. The other two varieties of nationalism: 'Secular nationalism' and 'Hindu nationalism'
are committed to India's territorial integrity (though they seek to do it in different ways).
Now, the provoking question here seems to be: which kind of nationalism is to be
preferred over the other and why? The answer to this dilemma lies in philosophers'
response to this issue:

“A nation is not merely a cultural configuration; it means investing a cultural
community with sovereignty, and, at the very least, with political autonomy.”*

Hinduism, to Hindu nationalists, is the source of India's identity. It alone can
provide national cohesiveness. This claim inevitably begs another significant question:
WhoisaHindu? V.D. Savarkar, the ideological father of Hindu nationalism, explains:

“AHindu means a person who regards this land... from the Indus to the Seas as his
fatherland as well as his Holy land.””

The definition is territorial (demographic region lying between Indus and the
Seas), genealogical (fatherland) and religious (holy-pious land). Hindu nationalism, thus,
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has two simultaneous impulses:
(1) building a United India, as well as
(i1)  Hinduization' of the socio-political order and the nation.

Non-Hindus (Muslims and other groups) are not excluded from the definition of
India, but inclusion is conditional: it is based upon the nature of embeddedness, on
acceptance of the political and cultural centrality of Hinduism. Ifthis embeddedness is not
tolerable to the minorities, Hindu nationalism becomes exclusionary in nature (in
principle as well as practice).

In the second half of the 19th century, this 'Hindu revivalism' can be seen as a way
to respond to British rule and to resurrect India's cultural pride. This raises another vital
question: Who is an Indian? Though appearingly easy to state, the question is difficult to
reason, as indeed it is with respect to several other nations in the world. Literature on
comparative nationalism suggests that national identities have historically been based on
several principles of collective belonging: territory (Spain, Switzerland, and a number of
Third World nations), ethnicity (Japan, Italy, Germany, and much of Europe), religion
(Ireland, Pakistan, and parts of the Middle East) and/or ideology (successfully in the
United States, unsuccessfully in the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia).

The religious notion is that India is originally the land of authentic Hindus, and it is
the only land which the Hindus can call their own. India has the Hindu holy places
(Varanasi, Prayag, Tirupati, Rameswaram, Puri, Haridwar, Badrinath, Kedarnath, and
now Ayodhya) and the holy rivers (Ganga, Yamuna, and the confluence of the last two in
Prayag). Most of India is, and has been, Hindu by religion; anywhere between 65 to 70%
in the early 20th century and (arguably) 80% today. It is well-accepted that considerable
ethnic diversity has existed within Hindu society, but this should also be accepted that a
faith in Hinduism brings the diversity together. India viewed in this fashion is a Hindu
nation.3 The three abovementioned identity principles have their political equivalents:

(1) In political discourse, the territorial idea is called 'national unity' or 'territorial
integrity';

(11) the cultural idea is expressed as 'political pluralism';

(ii1))  thereligiousideais known as Hindutva, or 'political Hinduism'.

According to Hindu nationalists, the propagation of pro-minority laws has
definitely not led to the building of a cohesive nation; rather it has led to the epidemics of
'fissiparous tendencies'. As such, instead of running away from Hinduism (which is the
real source of India's culture), one should openly and clearly ground politics in Hinduism,
not in laws and institutions: The Hindu Rashtra (nation) is essentially cultural in content,
whereas the so-called secular concept pertains to the state and is limited to the territorial
and socio-political aspects of the Nation. The mere territorial-cum-political concept
estranged from its cultural essence can never be expected to impart any sort of
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inviolability to the country's unity. The emotional binding of the people can be furnished
only by culture and once that is snapped then there remains no logical argument against
the demand by any part to separate itself from the country.’ In their conception of
Hinduism, Hindu nationalism oscillates between two understandings of

Hinduism:
(1) Hinduism as a culture, and
(i1)  Hinduismasareligion.
It seems appropriate to mention H.V.Sheshadri's statement here,

“Hindu is not the name of a religious faith like the Muslim and the Christian; it
denotes the national life here™.

This kind of mobilization lasted almost three decades, which led to the
dissemination of the idea of India as a nation to almost every part of India. By 1930s and
1940s, Gandhi, Nehru, and the Congress party were everywhere. In Punjab, the site of an
insurgency until recently, they were viewed as local folk. In today's insurgent Kashmir, a
Hindu-Muslim-Sikh coalition openly embraced Gandhi even as the rest of India was
burning with communal violence over partition.

Despite this, the emergence of Pakistan seemed to be the greatest failure of the
Congress. The Muslim League could not be won over. Nor could the Muslim League win
over all Muslims in the subcontinent, in good part because of the interreligious idea of
India so painstakingly promoted by the Congress party. By the late 1980s, there was an
organizational and ideological emptiness in Indian politics. Organizationally, Congress
was clueless. Ideologically, it was not obvious what it stood for. Professing socialism,
some of its leaders wholeheartedly embraced the market. As a result, Congress no longer
remained a party but an undifferentiated, unanchored medley of individuals sustained by
patronage.

In such a scenario, two major exceptions to this institutional confusion
appeared/emerged in the form of the Communist Party of India, Marxist (CPM) and the
BJP. The class-based mobilization of the CPM has some inherent limitations in India,
making it hard for the CPM to extend its popularity beyond isolated pockets. At the
national level, the discipline of the BJP emerged as an alternative to the Congress, as it
based its standing on the claim that though secularism is a modern ideology, yet it requires
some re-interpretation: It is not modern India which has tolerated Judaism in India for
nearly 2,000 years, Christianity from before the time it went to Europe, and Zorastrianism
for more than 1,200 years; it is traditional India which has shown such tolerance..As India
gets modernized, religious violence is increasing. In the earlier centuries, inter-religious
riots were rare and localized. Thus, it would not be wrong to assert that religious violence
has something to do with the urban-industrial-modernist vision of life and with the
political process the vision lets loose. Ashish Nandy draws attention to the contradiction
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between the undoubted (though slow) spread of secularization in everyday life (on one
hand), and the unmistakable rise of fundamentalism (on the other). But surely these
phenomena are only apparently contradictory, for in truth it is the marginalization of faith,
which is what secularism is, that permits the perversion of religion. There are no
fundamentalists or revivalists in traditional society.

T. N. Madan gives a very powerful argument against secularism that has emerged
in India in recent years. The castle of India's secularism is getting demolished, not because
it has not gone far enough, but because it became a victim of its official success. This anti-
secularist argument proceeds at two levels:

(1) alarger theoretical level and
(i1) India-specific level.

The theoretical attack on secularism is embedded in the generic critique of
modernity. European modernity is viewed as facing serious political difficulties all over
the world, leading to religious (and ethnic) revivals. The basic flaw of modernity,
according to this view, is that (in its over-eagerness for science, progress and reason) it
teases the believer for his morality, but it provides no alternative notion. Politics founded
on such a modernist, secular vision suffers from irremediable defects. No means are
considered detestable enough so long as they facilitate the realization of political ends.
Holding nothing sacred, lacking an alternative source of ethics, and having no internal
restraints on political behavior, modernity and secularism denude politics of morality.
Because human beings cannot live without notions of right and wrong, the secular and
modernist project creates increasing popular scepticism.

Moreover, because it also generates condescension toward religion, secularism
puts the believer on the defensive, setting off a religious reaction. Pointing to the origins of
secularism, the anti-secularists also argue that it is a Western concept with foundations in
the Enlightenment and Reformation. The Enlightenment heralded the supremacy of
reason over belief, and, by making the individual responsible for his salvation without the
intermediation of the Church, the rise of Protestantism made the separation of the state and
Church possible.

Secularism became embedded in Western culture. There is no similar
civilizational niche for secularism in India. Religion was, and remains today, the ultimate
source of morality and meaning for most Indians. Communal riots never took place in
traditional India, for traditional religiosity allowed for principles of religious tolerance
and coexistence. Modernity, however, has led to two results in the realm of religion and
politics. Because of the link between secularism and amoral politics, communal riots in
India have increased with the advent of modernity. And because secularism places the
believer on the defensive, fundamentalism and secularism have become two sides of the
same coin.
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As such, it would not be wrong to say that Eurocentric modernization and
secularization does not make much sense in a specific context like that of India. Rather, it
makes more sense to go by the age-old and time-tested idea of Rashtra (Nation) as
proposed by our Dharmic tradition. It can be rightfully suggested that a rigorous, strict and
anti-western version of nationalism seems to make more sense in the Indian sub-
continent. That is why, [ would attempt to wind-up this discussion with the famous remark
of Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya:

“They must assimilate, not maintain their distinctiveness. Through Ekya
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(assimilation), they will prove their loyalty to the nation”.
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The Concept of Truth an Indian Perspective

- Lokesh Kumar™

Abstract :

The Indian traditional knowledge is full of novelty in explaining the untold
mysteries of Truth. The great thinkers have thought over the centuries for explaining this
through their self-introspection. This has shown path of new findings through various
innovative ideas and concepts which dominated the society and became a civilized one.
Truth has a great importance in the Indian tradition, as a characteristic of existence, the
support of creation, the attribute of gods, moral value, philosophical concept, spiritual
practice, instruction, and the identification of Dharma and Rta.

This paper will highlight some abstract ideas on the basis of the above points in the context
of Indian scriptures.

Key terms: Satya, Rta, Truth, Truthfulness, Dharma, Danda, Karma, Spirituality.

0. Truth is divinity in itself. Brahman is Truth personified. Devotees worship Lord Visnu
as Satyanarayana, the Lord of Truth. Siva is pure, free from impurities of egoism,
attachments, and delusion. Hence, He is a Truth Being and eternally pure (Sada Siva).
Brahma's creative power arises from the purity of his consciousness, chastity and
austerity. Hence, the Prasnopanisad declares that Truth is established in Brahma, besides
austerity and chastity. As explained :

"TE T o IS e ST o FIgeea | quTHde sErteh! I9t aut
Seaad Iy we ufarsa I’

According to Bhagavadgitd’, existence is sat, the truth. Non-existence is asat, the
untruth. For the mind what is visible is sat and what is invisible, asat. Supreme Brahman is
neither sat nor asat. He is one, without qualities, dualities, and attributes. However, at the
beginning of creation, he manifests as Isvara, the lord of the universe, in the purity of
Nature. ISvara s sat, the truth being, who is made up of the purest sattva.

Hence, in its essence truth is purity. In Nature the quality of satfva manifests as
purity and truth. It is by practicing truth that we cultivate sattva, overcome impurities of
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rajas and tamas and become pure like Isvara. When we are pure with the predominance of
sattva, we discern truth and reflect truth. When we are truthful and firmly established in
truth, we become one with Brahman, the true Being. We become free (mukta) from the
cycle of births and deaths and ascend to the world of Truth.

From the purity of sattva arises truthfulness, clarity in thinking, discernment
(buddhi), mental brilliance (medha), detachment (vairagya), knowledge of the Self
(atma-jnana) and freedom from delusion and bondage. Beings are subject to delusion and
ignorance when their purity (sattva) is mixed up with other two gunas, namely rajas and
tamas. Hence, the scriptures emphasize the need to cultivate purity through austerities,
restraints, observances, and other spiritual practices.

Thus, truth and truthfulness form the core values of Hindu religious and spiritual
practice. The Vedas’ declare that Truth is the support of the mortal world. Rta (Order),
Dharma (Law) and Satyam (Truth) are the triple guardians of creation who keep the
worlds free from chaos. They also personify the triple deities, Brahma, Visnu and Siva
respectively. By establishing discipline in the mind and body, practicing obligatory duties
in daily life, and abiding in truth in personal conduct, one overcomes death and achieves
liberation.

1.0 The meaning of Truth

In the Indian tradition, truth has a wider meaning. Literally, the word satya means
truth, real, genuine, honest, upright, the world of Brahman or the highest world
(Satyaloka), an yuga (Satya-yuga), and water (life support). It also represents any divinity
or person representing truth, character and purity. Therefore, in literature it is used to
denote holy and pious people, especially women like Sita, Draupadi, Satyavati,
Satyabhama, Durga, Sati, etc.

In the whole existence, Truth is the protector and guardian of life. In the
Brihadaranyakopanisad' sage Y ajiiavalkya explains the meaning of the word Satyam. He
states that in the beginning of creation when Prajapati created the gods, they worshipped
Brahman, the true Being, as Satyam. That true being, Sa#yam, has three syllables, "sa", "#i"
and "yam". "Sa" and "yam" are true. The middle syllable, "#", is untrue. The untrue is
enclosed on both sides by Truth. Hence, Truth predominates in the mortal world and
presides over it as its lord. The explanation is symbolic, rather than phonetic or
etymological. “Sa” is sat, or Purusa, the manifested Brahman. “Yam” is Prakriti, or that
which has movement or force, or that which goes forth (ya). Both are eternal truths and
indestructible. What lies in between them is “#”, their opposite, the untrue, which is a
reference to death and mortality or beingness. Hence it is said :

AT AIHAUTH A AT el TeAfHia T Sehrer dicihre Afeienre Ty
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feafan

Etymologically, we do not know the true origins of the word, satyam. However, it
seems that it was derived from the word "sat," which means being, existence, true, high,
exalted, good, real, virtuous, right, excellent, etc. As stated before, sat is the name of
Brahman in his manifested state. The word sattva, which has a close affinity with satyam,
was also probably derived from sat. Sattva is a quality of Nature, which is commonly
associated with gods, pure beings, virtuous people and immortal souls. It means existence,
truth, purity, nature, and essence. In Nature, truth is reflected in sattva only. If sattva is
suppressed, a person falls into sinful ways as he loses discretion and resorts to falsehood,
deception and immorality.

1.1 Truthfulness in Spiritual practice

In Chandogyopanisad the story of Satyakama Jabal illustrates the importance of
truth in learning, in life and in spiritual practice. Students were supposed to practice not
only celibacy but also truthfulness. Speaking falsehood before a revered teacher was a
mortal sin with far reaching negative consequences for oneself and the family. Initiation
meant initiation into the study and practice of truth, and the truth was the knowledge of the
Vedas and related subjects. Initiation into truth was a precondition in those days to acquire
knowledge, officiate rituals, or practice spirituality.

Even today, in almost all teacher traditions, as part of their initiation, spiritual
aspirants have to undertake the vow of truthfulness, apart from other vows. The tradition
seems to be very ancient as is evident from the Brihadaranyakopanisad’, which states,
“The one who takes initiation (diksa) into spiritual life has to take the vow of speaking
truth. Hence, by truth only initiation is supported.”

The Upanisads affirm this truth repeatedly, as can be seen in the subsequent
discussion. For example, Mundakopanisad states that the Self is attained by truth,
austerity, right knowledge, and continuous practice of celibacy. Chandogyopanisad’
considers it one of the highest virtues, apart from austerity, charity, straightforwardness
and non-injury. As stated in the Brhadaranyakopanisad’, from asat (falsehood) to sat
(truth), from darkness (tamas) to light (jyotir), and from death (mrtyu) to immortality
(amrtatvam), this is the forward progression of living beings upon earth, and what humans
should aspire to achieve in their lives.

Truthfulness is one of the restraints (yamas) in all religious and spiritual traditions
of Indian origin. It is one of the five yamas" mentioned in the Yoga tradition. The practice
of truthfulness consists of speaking truth, discerning truth and not speaking falsehood.
According to Maharsi Vyasa", one should ascertain truth through perception, inference,
and verbal testimony, and having ascertained it one should speak truth only for the benefit
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ofall creatures.
Patafijali defined Satya with its fruitas :

Tt fehammeTgEaT

It means "by the establishment of truthfulness, the Yogi gets the power of attaining
the fruits of works without doing work, for him and other".

Swami Vivekananda explains same Siitra as

"When the power of truth is established with you, then even in a dream you never
tell an untruth, in thought, word, or deed; whatever you say will be the truth. You may say a
man 'Be blessed' and that man will be blessed. If a man is diseased, you say to him 'Be thou
cured,' he will be cured immediately".

The law books suggest that kindness and truthfulness should go together. One may
speak harmless and pleasant truths that are kind and agreeable to others, but one should
not speak harsh and hurtful truths that are unkind and disagreeable. At the same time, one
should never speak falsehood, even if it is the most pleasant and agreeable".

The practice of truthfulness leads to the predominance of sattva, whereby the mind
becomes stable and pure and intelligence becomes sharp and pointed, leading to mental
stability, insight into the nature of things, equanimity, discernment, and self-absorption.
When the consciousness becomes pure and transparent, it reflects the intelligence of the
Self form within and the light of the objects from without. Freed from darkness and filled
with the purity and radiance of truth, it becomes the true abode of gods, virtue and wisdom.
When gods are active inside, truth prevails and light shines and spreads in all directions.
1.2 Truth in Indian scriptures

Truthfulness is one of the highest and most important spiritual practice in Indian
tradition. Itis one of the highest austerities, which is important for purification of mind and
body and cleansing of past karma. 1t is through the path of truth and purity that the person
descends into the highest world of Brahman, which is essentially the world of truth. Those
who follow the truth protect the truth. Eventually, they are also saved from death and attain
the highest goal.

1.2.1 The Vedas

In the Vedas various descriptions are there to explain the fundamentals of truth.
The Vedic scriptures reflect the importance of truth in human life. The Vedas themselves
embody truth. Hence, they are considered inviolable and indisputable and as instruments
of verbal testimony reliable to ascertain metaphysical truths. The Rgveda contains many
references to truth. In one of the hymns it affirms that truth is the base that supports the

earth — "geTatTaT afi: "

Discerning truth from falsehood is important, because it keeps the world abide by
truth. The practice of truth is essentially the practice of dharma because dharma in its
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essence is truth and vice versa. The Creation Hymn reveals that Dharma and Truth were
also the first eternal realities to manifest during creation. It's stated as :

"Hd I T ArigauEt s d |

The Vedas also declare that the Vedic sages (rsis) practiced truth as an austerity.
They were listeners of truth and seers of truth. By opening their minds to the eternal truths
of the highest heaven, they brought the knowledge down to the earth for the benefit of the
world. The source of Truth is Brahman, and the world of Brahman is located in the Sun.
Hence in the mortal world, truth becomes an extension of the Sun, just as the light that
radiates from him.
1.2.2 The Upanisads

As the end part of the Vedas, the Upanisads contain the ritual, spiritual and
philosophical truths about liberation, and how to practice it, sustain it and attain it. Since
they contain the essence of Truth, which is synonymous with Brahman, the Vedic seers
considered teaching the knowledge of Upanisads an instruction in truth.

The Upanisads contain the secret knowledge of Truth because they reveal the
knowledge of Brahman and Atman, who are eternal truths and lords of their respective
spheres. Immortality is achieved by knowing them and becoming one with them. For
example, the Kausitaki Upanisad” declares that whoever meditates upon Brahman or the
Self becomes truth itself. By knowing the Self one gains truth. The same is affirmed in the
Taittiriyopanisad  also, which states that he who knows Brahman as truth becomes one
with him.

In the Brhadaranyakopanisad"” one is advised to worship the Self as truth only.
The Upanisad” (1.4.14) also equates truth to dharma by stating that there is no distinction
between the two. “Dharma is but truth only. Therefore, when a person speaks truth, he
speaks dharma.” In the Isopanisad” also, the seeker, who is about to depart from this
world, invokes Plisan by saying as a lover of truth he should be allowed to see the face of
truth, which is concealed by a golden vessel.

The Mundakopanisad” emphasizes the importance of truth in spiritual practice
and liberation by stating that the Self is attained by truth, austerity, right knowledge, and
continuous practice of celibacy. Truth is imperative for right knowledge, self-purification,
and liberation. The next verse™, which is stated below, emphatically declares that truth
alone triumphs (Satyameva jayate), and only by truth one can go by the path of gods to the
world of immortality, the supreme treasure of truth. Itis said as :

HeIHE ST A S Uee foraat e |
TR PTTHHT T e UH a1

“Truth alone wins, but not untruth. By truth is laid out the path of the immortal
gods, by which the sages, who are without any desires, ascend to where that supreme
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treasure of Truth is.”
1.2.3 The Dharmasastras

The Dharmsastras are law books or books of rules regarding duty and virtuous
conduct. In the Vedic world they regulated the conduct of people in society according to
their status, caste and profession. They recognize speaking truth as one of the austerities
and part of the practice of dharma. According to Manusmyti”, in the first epoch (Krta
Yuga) both dharma and truth walked on four legs, but in the succeeding three ages they
both lost one leg each for each of them. Because of that the lifespan of human beings also
became considerably reduced and so also their duties. With the progressive decline of
dharma and truth, society also becomes increasingly disorderly.

Maharsi Manu states that truth is a purifier. The body is cleansed by water, but the
internal organ (antahkarana), or consciousness, is purified by truth only*. He prescribes
the practice of truthfulness as a penance for those who violate the code of conduct, or
break the established order and the practice of dharma. His approach to truth is practical
and considerate. Since truth can hurt others if spoken indiscriminately, he suggests that
truth should be pleasant but not disagreeable or hurtful, nor should one engage in
agreeable untruths, however pleasant they may be™.

While Manu stated that a teacher should take delight in truthfulness and respect
the sacred laws, another law giver, Gautama, stipulated that a student should never speak
falsehood about his teacher. Such a person destroys himself and his family for seven
generations. The law books do not condone anyone who violates truth. According to
Manusmrti, a Brahmana should never lie after performing a sacrifice. He who speaks
untruths to virtuous men is the most sinful person. A student of Veda should also abide by
truth. He should utter only those words that are purified by truth. The practice of
truthfulness applies to kings also. A king should be just in his punishment and abide by
truth while dispensing justice. No one who enters his court should speak untruth before
him. One must either speak truth or not come into the presence of aking atall. The kingisa
ruler who holds Danda in his hand for good governance. Hence, he is called as God
himself as stated by Manu in the seventh chapter”. He protects truth and rules the kingdom
not by his own will but by the principles of truth.

Conclusion

From the above discussion, we may conclude that the concept of truth is Rza,
Satya, Dharma, Danda and Karma as described in the textual tradition. There are
connotations of the word truth from the Vedic period. We are living in a chaotic world at
present which is full of falsity. In a such a world it is therefore very difficult to discern truth
from falsehood. However, as a starting point, at least one should try to be truthful to
oneself and keep the mind clear about the happenings. One need not have to always speak
truth but one should know what is not true or what is false. As the law books affirm, one
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may withhold truth if it is going to hurt others, but it is important not to withhold truth form
oneself or worship falsehood. Knowing truth, in this age, is far more important. At least,
you will not be deceived, misled, or victimized by unscrupulous people. Therefore one
should try to speak, practice and obey the principles of truth in order to live a meaningful
life.

References:

1. Pras’nopani,sad, 1.15

2. Bhagavadgita, I1.16

3.  Rgveda, X.viii.l

4.  Brhadaranyakopanisad, V.v.1
5. Chandogyopanisad, [V.4 - IV.8
6.  Brhadaranyakopanisad, I11.ix.24
7.  Mundakopanisad, I11.i.5

8. Chandogyopanisad, II1.xvii.4
9.  Brhadaranyakopanisad, 1.iii.28
10. Patafijala Yogadarsanam, I1.30
11. Ibid, Vyasa Bhasya I1.30

12. 1Ibid, I1.36

13. Manusmrti, IV.138

14. Rgveda X.Ixxxv.l

15. Ibid, X.cxc.1

16. Kausitaki Upanisad, IV.5

17. TaittirTyopanisad, I1.i.1

18. Brhadaranyakopanisad, IV.i.4
19. 1Ibid, Liv.14

20. Isopanisad, 15

21. Mundakopanisad, I1L.i.5

22. Ibid, IILi.6

23. Manusmrti, .81

24. 1Ibid, V.109

25. Ibid, IV.138

26. 1Ibid, VIL.17




gt

ISSN : 2231-5799

TSI o fera-Fdel & SHR Teehd qe Wighd T o, e, favafemmerd 9 wfaad v e el
Gepaargt ufRt ISSN 2231-5799 Tk frgmrgul srehrefiieh PEER REVIWED Slerafient € | @& ufiehn Teghd
T WTehel AT feTTT, T fervaferaet™ oh Sifafeh STaeroT ahi Miciarad shidi & |

e o fere feemfaeT
Q.Wwﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ‘:

Tpearg = Ui Teehd Wieed, Wifei-Wighd Wiiee, 9o fersi, WRei g9, qeredeh g9, ag-aei
W TR SSiTeh Wifged % & T e Hifeteh T Sei@ Tepreed SR el € | ST, T, Taestt
fafenean agferll, wiA wReE S wonferali, Sreprati, Wi YR wensi SR areqshensti 1 fave el ik
IR o T % T e AR T, TEAh-Fel, Tk 3R WA H ToATH <R, SR /et
Uig A sl FRTETCR STEE SN Suer Tt & o STa-eITIch SNETTsi ohl WeRTfTet feran S € |
. G H WTETT A At

T4 SHR o TR o ol Heghd A1 et =1 it o g ey e =am 2000 § ifread 3000 e 8 |
a.ﬁ'ﬁwﬁgdiacritical marks:

STUST om0 YR, Thet, STeTATTER =1 ek =1 ST A1 Sl = BRE 31fE o vreg A oy o e e
ST I M 0TS o W 3t fersioeh f@i (diacritical marks ) o @€ 8 =Ry | e € A= o o fer g
HIH1 Gk W faeiver o7 (diacritical marks ) & @ A= HiE (fagefern) A=y
¥ Jef e &a:

SISl ol BrgeHT 3 Tone B vieli, TerATeH, ufehial ofR qul a1 ot A 3Tk Hiee H M =Ry
Y. FHETER/ST9Tes/FaH/dsies:

TS & URH | TR ( Abstract ) 921 S92 Key terms)thﬁ@ﬁTW@l@%ﬂﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ
FAATSAH(size 1) FEIHEH =R
€. STYERTTITe PTTeraT:

TR T Tt U ST i TRl TR Hetereh-SfHf gR gefgd g W € Wi faRe s
e T DT TR FerIR fefa ST it 32t Sehifre =Tl gU E | SNerasy W STeoifereh STyt e IR SN o bl
JeATafd s feAT STem |
0. Thi=S:

TR o1 THTH TRETel Jhie = Tehel 2003 =1 et oft Ffehre wiwe, SR 14 1 2rgq e St =g
ST O TTER Y IE, SRR 12 WU o W THeE 9 B e =T | UeAIed size 11 €4 H & =18 |
6.&7@3}!@":

WAGH A4 IMHER & T3 W fhd T A (THUE 9€) P UH WHe UL U k@ A
lusanskrit@gmail.com  AEAH 9 fameael/Sdrgeh i Uit o |
Q. T Hehd-

G o i T o ol =9 3R T Tl i e 3R $-He STEE! eI =IfeT | Hfe Uikl ol Ueh Ui su s ae
G ol ST ST |

1188 |




e

5572

-

AZABS A7

=

W
g

I
i

¥

Az

|

pe=.

7

§

=& = o
179 73
ey

www.sanskritvanmayi.i

t@gmail.com, Website

lusanskri

-mal




